Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

something more dependable than the finding of
fragments from other worlds.    Tubul Cain, de-
scribed in Genesis as' "the forger of every cutting
instrument of brass and iron/1 was born in the
seventh generation  from Adam, and lie must
have had some method of securing the raw ma-
terials for his trade easily accessible and within
reasonable distance from the cradle of the race,
The Egyptians, whose existence as a people is
believed to have begun two generations after
Noah and whose civilisation is the earliest of
which we have authentic records, made consider-
able use of iron, which they most likely obtained
from Algeria,   An inscription found among the
ruins of Karnak, in Upper Egypt, relates that
Thothmes, who reigned about seventeen cen-
turies before the Christian era, had received from
the tributary kings of Lower Egypt presents of
wrought metal, with vessels of copper, bronxc
and iron.   The iron probably came from Al-
geria, and may have been worked before the
Egyptians learned to fashion a cutting edge,
otherwise they would probably have brought;
gifts In the form of weapons, which at that period
of the world's history, were deemed the most
important; of all implements*
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